
1 

 

  Fairfax  

  United  
  Methodist  
  Church 
305 N. Broadway 
P.O. Box 318 
Fairfax, MO. 64446 

Office Hours: 8:00 am—12:00 pm 
Mon—Thurs 

Office: 660-686-3314 

Fax: 660-686-9505 

Email: umc@fairfaxmo.net 

Website: www.fairfaxumc.net 

 

Sunday Worship: 

 Sunday School - 9:30 am 

 Worship - 10:30 am 

 Channel 61 Broadcast - Tues.  
             4:00 pm 

 

Wednesdays: 

 Promise Keepers - 6:00 am 

 

Pastor Andrew Sanders 

Pastor’s Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 
8:00 am—12:00 pm 

Study: 660-686-3314 

Cell: 417-770-6731 

Email:  asanders1016@yahoo.com 

Mailing Address:  
 Pastor Andrew Sanders 
   209 N 6th St 
 Tarkio, MO 64491 
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APRIL 2019 

 

 

 
 

 
47 Everyone who comes to me and hears my words and does them,  

I will show you what he is like: 48 he is like a man building a house, 
who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And when a flood 
arose, the stream broke against that house and could not shake it, 

because it had been well built. 49 But the one who hears and does not 
do them is like a man who built a house on the ground without a 

foundation. When the stream broke against it, immediately it fell, 
and the ruin of that house was great.”  Luke 6:47-49 

 

Here lately I have been thinking of sandbags, and levee’s, as I’m sure 
many of us have.  As we have witnessed the flood waters rising we 
have seen sand bags and levee’s appear to keep the water from 
entering into places of importance.  We heard the warning, we felt the 
uncertainty of what the future holds, we filled sandbags in preparation 
for the anticipation of rising waters. 

Packing sandbags building levee’s, and moving equipment to higher 
ground is not something new to me as I had trained for many years in 
the military for events such as this.  In the National Guard we trained 
to be of assistance to our neighbors when disaster strikes whether 
natural or manmade.  It was about ensuring that our neighbors were 
taken care of. 

I have to admit there were many times when the filling, moving, and 
stacking of sandbags felt pointless, because the flood waters were 
rising anyway.  The point however was to give a moment at times for 
people to get to safety so that they could rise out of the grip of harm, 
or provide a moment so that someone could get a few precious 
memories safeguarded against the rising waters. 

Those sandbags even though sometimes they felt as if we were 
fighting an uphill battle made all the differences.  We may feel that 
the work that was done in the midst of the rising waters was not 
enough and yet it was what we had to give.  Now the waters have risen 
and our hearts are broke, even those of 
us that haven’t been directly affected 
have been because we see the hurt of 
our neighbors, the displacements, the 
inconveniences of travel, the loss of 
property and the loss of life.  Our hearts 
are broken and in times such as this it 
may be easy to say what’s the point. 

- Pastor Andrew Sanders 

Pastor’s 

Corner 

Continued on page 2 
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Mozambique Initiative  

Our Sunday School kids have  
chosen to use the ‘loose change’ money for 

Chokwe UMC.  

Thank You!! - We have collected  
enough ‘loose change’ for:  

3 beds and a couch for the parsonage at 
Chokwe UMC and 3 fans for their Chapel!  

Now we will let our ‘loose change’ build  
back up to cover our $990 Covenant cost  

due at the end of this year.  

Please keep bringing your  
‘loose change’ on Sundays!!  

Church Finance Report 

for February 2019 

Expenses: 

Administrative/Office: ....... $ 227.43 

Finance .......................... $ 3,840.25 

Nurture: ......................... $ 269.17 

Outreach/Witness:  ........... $ 229.44 

Staff Salaries: .................. $ 6,347.60 

Trustees: ........................ $ 950.35 

Worship: ........................ $ 411.10 
 

Total Expenses: $ 12,275.34 
 

Total Income: $ 7,242.00 
 

 

February Difference: $ -5,033.34 

But remember the point is what we do in the midst, how do we continue to show people that our 
house is built on solid ground?  No amount of water, no amount of damage, no amount of intimidation 
can cause us to crumble under the rising waters.  When the waters subside, we will still be standing 
strong because our house, our town, our people are firmly rooted on the solid ground of Christ. 

There is still work to be done, sandbags fill and levee’s to build.  Just remember with each action 
that we take we may be inspiring others to place their lives on solid ground as well so that they too 
can stand against any flood waters that may rise. 

Pastor’s  Corner 
Continued from page 1 

Choir Practice 

5:30 pm on April 3rd and 17th  
(the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays  
each month) 

Ash Wednesday 

Worship Service  

03/06/2019 

We will try to perform during worship once or 
twice a month. We’d love to have you join us!  

April performances: April 7th, 14th and 21st. 

 

Bring in your seeds and soil for a blessing! 
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Blessing House 
Thank you for your donations of supplies and money to build the  
Blessing House! We have some leftover funds that you donated for  
construction that we will use to stock the house to start it off. 

What is the need of the blessing house? 

It is the Vision of Fairfax UMC to reach out to all people. The circum-
stances of life can be hard at times and for whatever reason we know 
that there are moments when people need an extra hand. Our prayer is 
that the blessing house becomes this helping hand. The blessing house is 
for anyone to receive non-perishable items but also available for anyone 
to give non-perishable items as well. 
 

Where is it located? 

The blessing house is located on the North – East corner of the church 
property by the elevator. 
 

Who can access it? 

Anyone can access it, at any time. If there is a need, one can access it  
to receive or if one wants to give, it is always open.  
—Watch for a Facebook page dedicated  
   to the blessing house— 
 

What can we put in the blessing house? 

Any non-perishable item that one feels 
another could use. Food, canned items, 
paper products…etc. 
 

THE IMAGINATION IS THE LIMIT  
ON THIS PROJECT! 

 

 

Juda House  

DeAnna Coggin, Suzanne and Roger Southard served 42 men a meal of stew, biscuits, and cookies 
February 24th at the Juda House. The church also collected two boxes of warm socks for the winter. 
The church does this quarterly; the number served varies, depending on the time of the year. The men 
are so appreciative for everything that we do for them!  

Juda House and St. Joseph's Haven are run by Community Missions. They have a total of 34 permanent 
beds for chronically homeless men. Juda House has mainly elderly men who live alone in 16 
apartments. The Haven has nine rooms with two beds each. These facilities are not shelters, but feel 
like shelters. The people they take in might have alcohol, drug or mental issues. There is no 
discrimination and will help men with those problems. While visiting with one of the men, he stated 
that one has to be homeless for a year before they can become a resident. During that time some may 
have a friend to stay with, while others may be on the street, under a bridge or living in a box. It 
certainly makes me feel blessed to have a home to go to and food on the table. 

As a church family, this is a way we can share our faith. We don't just take a meal, we pray with these 
men, they share their stories, we have fellowship with them and share our faith with them. In some 
ways maybe we give them some hope. If you would like to share in this mission, call Lois Wiley as we 
will be taking another meal down in June. 

by Lois Wiley 
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2019 LENT SERIES 

STORIES OF REDEMPTION 

EastEr HappEnings… 

April 14 Palm Sunday Kid’s playing bells and Choir singing  

April 18 Maundy Thursday Finger-food Potluck Supper 6:30 pm, Communion 7:00 pm  

April 19 Good Friday Community Good Friday Service: 12:00 pm here at Fairfax UMC 
            (Rev. Andy Braams preaching) 

April 21 Easter Sunday Community Easter Sunrise Service: 7:30 am at the City Park 
     with a light breakfast following at the park  
     (Rev. Andrew Sanders preaching: hosted by Presbyterian Church;  
      if inclement weather it will be at Presbyterian church)  

  Fairfax UMC Worship Service: 10:30 am, Choir singing  
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Women’s Evening Edition 

The 3/13 meeting was called to order by President Mary Brown and she opened the meeting with a 
beautiful prayer. Ten members were present:  Mary Brown, Lois Wiley, Pam Davis, Sandy Burke, Alice 
Kemerling, Gale Ball, Amy Sefrit, Suzanne Southard, Jayne Martin, and Betty Allen. 

Amy provided a meaningful devotion highlighting Kathie Lee Gifford’s book The Rock, The Road, and 
the Rabbi with Dead Sea highlights and facts.  She also presented highlights from Guideposts on how 
God works in all things and that His hand is directing our path. 

Suzanne served delicious homemade refreshments.  

Betty read the minutes of the last meeting and they were approved as read. 

Sandy Burke gave the treasurer’s report and Sandy also reported that she had received a donation on 
behalf of the Gene Bradfield family for the bereavement dinner. 

A thank you note was also read from Norma Bradfield and family thanking our group for providing the 
meal to her home after the loss of Gene. We will continue to pray for the family for continued healing. 

Several names were lifted up for prayer.  

Amy shared information of Festival Sharing and Sandy volunteered to help with this again. Amy also 
provided the list for ‘the Nook” sign-up. 

Suzanne reported on the recent visit to Judah House. She, Roger and DeAnna served 43 men plus 4 “to 
go” meals. She said some took seconds of the Stew and Biscuits that they served. Also, they contrib-
uted two boxes of socks, which had been requested as a need for the men, that our church members 
donated. 

Alice gave a thorough overview on her research about a new refrigerator for the kitchen (K Pennel ap-
proved using MaryAnne’s memorial for this).  After much discussion and consideration, it was moved, 
seconded and approved to purchase a white bottom freezer with double doors from Sears. Many 
thanks Alice! We also discussed selling the existing refrigerator once the new one arrived. 

Jayne and Lois provided new Food Committee Lists. Some modifications were deemed necessary. 

The Lenten Service, which will be held at our church on March 24th was discussed. It was decided that 
the Worship Committee will provide the main part with others pitching in to help out. 

Suzanne put forward an idea for consideration….as a Service Project, to help with Rest Home visits.  
Discussion followed. 

$16.00 was collected for the Food Pantry.   

Next meeting will be Wednesday, April 10th at 6:30 PM in the church basement.  Betty will be provid-
ing the Devotion and the refreshments. Please join us! 

Respectfully submitted, 
Betty Allen, Secretary 

Children's Bell Choir 

The children will be playing the bells on  
Palm Sunday, April 14th  

during our 10:30 am Worship Service. 
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PLACE:  Community Hospital - Fairfax Conference Room 

DATE:   2ND Wednesday of every month  - for one year.  

TIME:   12:30 TO 1:30 pm. (No lunch will be served, as we have no idea how many will attend.  
   Cookies will be served with drinks.) 

You can attend one class or pick the classes that you are most interested in attending. ALL ARE 
WELCOME TO ATTEND!! This is a FREE educational series sponsored by the Alzheimer's Association. 

If you have any questions, you may call Gale Ball at work 660-686-2339. 

Remote Learning Series 

This Remote Learning Series is bringing education to the community and providing the opportunity to 
attend a session close to home. Please join us for a monthly program to learn about memory 
disorders and the challenges associated with managing them. 

SCHEDULED TOPICS 

APRIL 10  A Family Affair: A discussion for parents and grandparents about how to support 

children as they interact with people close to them with Alzheimer’s 

MAY 8  A Better Visit: A discussion about improving visits with individuals in middle stages 

JUNE 12  Home Safety 

 

Electronic Giving: free APP for your phone!   

A great way to give your offering even 
when something comes up  

(like the weather...) 
and you can’t make it to church!  

Search in your phone’s store for ‘Give Plus church’ 
and download the APP. (through Vanco)  

Search for Fairfax UMC  
(select the one with our address: 305 N Broadway)  

and set up an account (user/password).  

YOU control it!   
Weekly or monthly or onetime offerings!  

Also: we have the Bulletins/Altar Flowers/Website 
accounts available for you to select for your payment 

– so the next time you sign up to sponsor an area,  
you can pull up the app and set up a payment  

right off your phone! 

Formerly Foods Resource Bank 

Dear Fairfax Growing Project, 

We want to say a huge thank you for 
your Growing Project’s donation!   
You raised $15,256 this year, giving 277 
people the gift of hope through 
sustainable food security!   
Thank you for your faithful leadership 
and support! 

We are grateful for all you do and are 
so glad to be partnering with you as we 
continue to grow lasting solutions to 
hunger! 

With thanks, 
Alex Morse 

 

Did You Know… 
Our ministry team sends the Upper Room, a note and $5 gift card to our college students every other 
month to let them know that their church family is always here for them! 
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31 

UMM’s Annual 
Spring Dinner  
following worship 

1 2 3    

Promise Keepers: 
6:00am 

Choir Practice: 
5:30pm  
 

4 5 
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Benefit Dinner for 
Reggie Koop:  
5-8pm @ Trk 
Comm Bldg 

7   5th Sunday  
    in Lent 

Choir singing  

Atch. Cnty Singles 
Group: 12:15pm 
potluck at Tarkio 
UMC fellowshiphall  

Lent Service: 5pm 
@ Watson UMC 

8 

 

9 
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Promise Keepers: 
6:00am 

WEE: 6:30 pm 

 

 

 

11 12 

Meals-on-Wheels: 
Mardee 

 

 

13 

 

14   Palm Sunday 

Worship: 10:30am 
Choir singing and 
Kids playing bells 

 

15 

 

16 

 

17 

Promise Keepers: 
6:00am 

Choir Practice: 
5:30pm 

 

 

18   Maundy  
     Thursday 

Finger-food Potluck 
Supper: 6:30pm 

Communion: 7 pm 

19   Good Friday 

Community  
Good Friday  
Service: 12:00pm 
at Fairfax UMC 

 

 

20 

 

21   Easter Sunday 

Community  
Sunrise Service: 
7:30am @ City Park 
w/ light breakfast  

Worship: 10:30am 
Choir singing  

Pleasant View 
 Worship: 3:30pm  

22 

Newsletter  
Deadline: MAY 

23 

 

24 

Promise Keepers: 
6:00am 

UMM: 6:00 pm  
meeting & potluck 

 

25 

 

26 

Meals-on-Wheels: 
Alice 

 

 

27 

28  Seed ‘n’ Soil 
Sunday 

 

29 30  Worship  
Schedule 

Sunday School:  
9:30 am 

Worship:  
10:30am 

Channel 61:  
4:00pm Tues 

Office Hours 

8:00 am—12:00 pm 
Mon—Thurs 

Phone:  
660-686-3314 

umc@fairfaxmo.net 

Fax: 660-686-9505 

Pastor’s Hours 

Tues & Thurs 
8:00 am—12:00 pm 

417-770-6731 (cell) 
736-5823 (home) 

asanders1016@ 
yahoo.com 

2019 APRIL 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Pastor Andrew Sanders 

209 N 6th St., Tarkio, MO 64491 

Cell: 417-770-6731 

Fairfax United Methodist Church 

305 N. Broadway, PO Box 318, Fairfax, MO 64446 

660-686-3314    www.fairfaxumc.net  

7 
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A Big Thank You to volunteers Andrew Sanders, 
Bob & Amy Sefrit, Ernie & Nancy Hafner, Ronnie 
& Jayne Martin, Suzanne Southard, Lois Wiley, 
Mardee Collingham, and Bob & Barb Jones for 
serving the Tarkio/Westboro/Fairfax Food Pantry 
in February. We served 48 families and 119 
individuals.            - Barb Jones 

HOTLINES: 

Boys Town National Hotline ---- 1-800-448-3000 
     24/7...365 days a year...teens/parents/families 

Child Abuse and Neglect -------- 1-800-392-3738 

Elderly Abuse and Neglect ----- 1-800-392-0210 

Gambling Addiction --------------- 1-888-BETSOFF 
 ------------------------------------- (1-888-238-7633) 

Mental Health Crisis Line ------- 1-800-392-0280 

Missouri School Violence-------- 1-866-748-7047 

Poison Control -------------------- 1-800-392-9111 

Sexual Assault/Domestic Violence 
 --------------------------------------- 1-800-548-2480 

Suicide Prevention Lifeline ---- 1-800-273-TALK 
 ------------------------------------- (1-800-273-8255) 

Teen-to-Teen Hotline ----------- (800) TLC-TEEN 
 ---------------------------------------- (800) 852-8336 

Crisis TEXT Line ----------------------------- 741741 

T
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April Birthdays 

  

 Bennett Peregrine 04/02 
 Tracy Barnes  04/04 
 John Gilbert  04/04 
 Markus Shepard 04/07 
 Rhett Murphy  04/07 
 Elizabeth Martin 04/09 
 Ashley Oelze  04/10 
 William Hecker  04/10 
 Ryan Hopkins 04/13 
 Sandy Burke   04/16 
 Mendy Houghton 04/17 
 Amy Sefrit 04/22 
 Braden Graves  04/22 
 Jayne Martin  04/24 
 Emmeline Vette 04/25 
 Aaron Raya 04/25 
 Gale Ball 04/30 
 

April  

Anniversaries 
  

 Danny & Alice Kemerling 04/12 
 Shad & Crysty Koger 04/17 
 Rod & Sandi Wilmes 04/23 

 
   

If you or your loved ones are not  
on the list, contact the church office: 

umc@fairfaxmo.net or 686-3314  
with your info and we will get  

our records updated. 

Women’s Evening 

Edition (WEE) 

Wed., April 10th at 6:30 pm 

United  

Methodist MEn 

Wed., April 24th at 6:00 pm 

Ministry Team—Thank you so much for the 

Gift Cards and Devotionals you’ve been 

sending me monthly. I really appreciated 

these and look forward to them every month. 

Thank you again for your generous 

thoughts of me.         God Bless,  

Destiny Sanders 

Dear Church Family, 
I want to thank you guys so much for the gift 
cards. I really appreciate having such an amazing 
second family to support me through college. 
Thanks again.                                   - Garrett Ball 

tel:18008528336
tel:18008528336
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Serving our church  

in April: 

Altar Flowers:  Travis & Tessa Martin  
     in memory of Loved Ones 

Bulletins:   
Apr. 7:  Jason & Carolyn Hall   
 in memory of Loved Ones  

 Apr. 14:  

 Apr. 21:  

 Apr. 28:  

Communion Steward:  Mardee Collingham 

Laptop:  

Apr. 7: ____________  Apr. 14: ___________ 

Apr. 21: _____________  Apr. 28: ____________  

Scripture Reader:  DeAnna Coggin 

Ushers:  Bob Sefrit and Gerry Collingham 

Web Site Sponsor:  Jim & Mary Brown  

 

(please call the church office, 686-3314,  
if you can fill any of the open areas.) 

Stewardship 2019: 

facebook 
You can find a link on our church website at: 
www.fairfaxumc.net.  

Birthdays and 

Anniversaries 

We will be recognizing our birthdays 
and anniversaries on the last Sunday of 
each month during worship!  

Monday through 

Monday through 

Monday through 

Monday through 

Monday through 

Receipts as of Mar. 26, 2019: 
 

Plate & Electronic Offerings:                   Attendance: 
  First Sunday 2,751.00  56 
  Second Sunday 1,410.00  48 
  Third Sunday 1,167.65  63 
  Fourth Sunday 1,898.00  58 
  Fifth Sunday -  - 
   Total ‘General’ Offerings: 7,226.65 
De 

BUDGETED ‘General’ Account only: 
 Received to Date Total Income: 23,193.42 
 Needed to Date Total Budgeted:   31,056.00     
     (2,588 weekly)c. 
’s Budget income needed: 10,752.00 
 

  Received  Received 
 SPECIAL OFFERINGS: Since Last Report To Date 

 Altar Flowers 35.00 105.00 

 Blessing House 25.00 265.00 

 Bulletins 30.00 120.00 

 GHG (formerly FRB) 0.00 0.00 

 Mozambique Initiative (loose change)   

    Loose Change:  192.12 398.02 

 Soup-er Bowl Dinner 723.00 723.00 

 Sunday School 73.55 185.32 

 Web Site 52.50 105.00 

 Special Sundays: 

    Human Relations Day 0.00 112.00 

    UMCOR Sunday 0.00 0.00 

    Native American Ministries 0.00 0.00 

    Peace with Justice 0.00 0.00 

    World Communion 0.00 0.00 

    UM Student Day 0.00 0.00 
 

We do  
AFTERNOON visits  

once a week  
or no less than twice  

a month. 

We are looking for more volunteers...please 
prayerfully consider if this could be YOU!  
Call Lois at 660-736-4965 or 660-623-0040. 

Tarkio/Westboro/Fairfax  

Food Pantry  

Starting in March, please help the food pantry  
recipients by donating:  

 Laundry soap 

 Dish Soap 

 Bath Soap 

The donation box is by the west sanctuary entrance. 
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Address Service Requested 

Fairfax United Methodist Church 
305 N. Broadway 
P.O. Box 318 
Fairfax, MO 64446 

APRIL 2019 

FAIRFAX MESSENGER FAIRFAX MESSENGER  

Does this get opened? 

If you do not need to  

receive this newsletter by 

mail, please let us know at: 

umc@fairfaxmo.net 

(other available options:  

e-mailed, or viewed  

on our website) 

Dear Friends in Fairfax,                                         
Lion or Lamb? YES! “...Do not weep! See, the Lion of Judah...has triumphed ...Then I saw a 
Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing at the center of the throne…” (Rev. 5:5-6) 
Isn’t it interesting that our March lore about the lion and the lamb is in our thoughts near 
the Easter season? By March, we’re so tired of winter and so ready for spring. How utterly 
amazing that the Lion of Judah, the sacrificial Lamb, offers us “eternal spring” through His 
death on the cross and resurrection. All these ponderings, and it’s not even Easter yet!  

Ponderings continued: “For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their Shepherd, and 
He will guide them to springs of living water…” (Rev. 7:17) We at Barnabas International 
often speak of shepherding our particular “flocks,” and of learning from the Great Shepherd 
how best to lead them to springs of living water. 

Shepherding MKs is a great privilege entrusted to me, and I don’t take it lightly. Thank you 
for your prayers and financial gifts that help make this happen! One of my “sheep” is a 
“Cross-Cultural Kid”: Michelle’s parents are Malaysian who served Chinese churches in 
Madagascar and she finished high school in Kenya! They could not accompany her to the 
U.S. to begin university. “As my mom put me on the plane, she said, ‘Good luck, and make 
sure you get there.’ Part of me was proud that I was 18 and could travel alone. The other 
part of me wished I was 17 and that she would have had to travel with me.” 

It’s been a few years since I first wrote about Michelle. The Lord has provided many 
opportunities to share “springs of living water” with her! We’ve seen each other several times a year, she has joined us 
for MK staff at the Transition Seminars, she and her brother stayed overnight in my home. It’s been a joy to “shepherd” 
this dear young woman. Your prayers have helped her not only survive but thrive in life and in her walk with the Lord. 
She’s now finishing up her engineering degree and looking into grad school. Thank you for praying as the Lord leads for 
Michelle, her brother Danny and her mom (her dad passed away a year ago). 

May you lives be filled to overflowing with Living Water from the Lion/Lamb! 

Springing ahead... 

~ Judy Keith      judykeith@barnabas.org      Tax-deductible gifts for Judy’s ministry may be made payable to: Barnabas Int’l, P.O. Box 708, Elkhorn, WI 53121.  www.barnabas.org 

Praises:   
...Amazing connections at the 
MC2 conference in Minneapolis!  
...My heart is full with so many 
rich conversations and 
relationships and the amazing 
privilege of this job! 
...Travel safety for the trip to MN! 
...Insight, wisdom and creativity 
as colleagues and I met to discuss 
plans for My Kappa. 
Prayer: 
...Continued prayer ‘admin’ tasks 
while at home. 
...Need good contacts and current 
information as we contact all 
known Mu Kappa chapters (active 
or inactive) to get a pulse on how 
we can best serve them. 

Thank you! 

March Thanks ~ 2019                                                                     


